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Massillon Museum’s
Photography Collection

Founded in 1933

More than 60,000 photographs

More than 3,000 glass plate negatives
Approximately 30,000 images digitized

40,000 negatives, taken by news
photographer Jack Worthington

— donated in the 1990s by the local newspaper
The Independent



Massillon Museum Storage

e 2009-2010 collections storage space
renovation

e State of the art, award-winning facility






Why Negatives?

Hidden Collections
Negatives cannot be displayed on the wall
ncrease access to seldom-seen photographs

mprove upon storage and digitization of
ohotographs

Care for emergency situations first

— Vinegar syndrome

— Damaged emulsion

Increased Museum profile = increased requests
for photographs




Negatives Before
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Negatives After










































Facebook



www.facebook.com/massillonmuseum






































































Visit these galleries online:

* massillonmuseum.org/virtual-exhibits

* massillonmuseum.org/gallery/documenting-
american-prosperity-massillon-independent-
negatives-1947-1950



YOU CAN DO IT TOO!



Stay True to You

* Do what you can with the resources you have
— Budget/grants/corporate sponsor
— Staff or volunteer time
— Access to equipment/technology

* Will you have time to fully document these
images?
— Condition reporting
— Accessioning/inventory
— Enter into collections database
— Post online



What collections do | chose first?

Whic
Whic
Whic

n items are accessed most frequently?
n items do researchers request?

n items are in the worst shape?

— Do they smell like vinegar?

— Poor conditions? Might as well rehouse them
while you’re here!

What is most important to your collection? To
your city or township?



What is the end goal?

* Preserve the digital files and the original
negatives

* Exhibit online, exhibit in gallery, both?
* Think about your digital space capacity

— Can you scan high resolution images in mass
guantities?

— Do you need high resolution print files for an
exhibit or for publication

— Medium size for reference and web use



Digital Cameras

Higher megapixels=better quality

Point and shoot cheap cameras do not let you
adjust exposure and flash like DSLR cameras do

Point and shoot usually have lower megapixels
May get a grant to offset the cost

Add a camera to a wishlist in your newsletter.
Someone may sponsor your equipment!

http://www.bhphotovideo.com/



http://www.bhphotovideo.com/
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/




Copystand/Tripod

* B&H Photo- just stand S58



Digitize with camera and copystand









What do | do with my digital files?

Naming and sorting your data

Backup your data

Add to a collections database

Allow researchers to safely use them in-house
Share them online



Naming & Sorting Data

Develop a system for standardized file naming.

Make sure staff and interns are informed of these
rules.

For MassMu, we use the accession # and a
description. This allows us to sort by number, and
search by keyword later.

We save a high resolution TIF for a digital original
for printing purposes.

We also save a lower resolution JPG for preview
or web purposes.



Backup Data

Hard drives
— $100 for 1 TB drive
— Purchase two, one offsite for emergency

Offsite storage
— Example: Carbonite Online Cloud storage

Capacity vs. cost
Possible to get grant funding



External Hard Drive

e 1 TB drive, $79-100
e 2 TB drive, $150-200

* May consider purchasing 2:
— One for onsite backup

— One to take offsite and a secure location in case of
emergency

— Be sure it goes home with trustworthy people!



Past Perfect



Past Perfect



Collections Database Options

* Picasa 3
— Photo sorting and editing
— With online storage

— Can tag faces
— FREE!



Picasa 3



Share Them online

* Fears about people using your images
— Watermark your images

— Make sure they are low resolution so that others
will not reprint your images

* Where to share them safely?
— Picasa (google)
— Flickr
— Your own website
— History Pin



Flickr

https://www.flickr.com/photos/massmuarchives/albums









HistoryPin.com

Massillon Museum History Pin page:
http://www.historypin.com/channels/view/12106042/
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